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E is the child of 
the universe; the 
sun is but a ball 
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Going strong Chakmak has a passionate readership 


Sunlit Years 

Turning 300 in the 3G age. Chakmak ' s story. 


for him to play with' writes 
Gulzar on the cover of the 

April issue of Chakmak. The master 
lyricist, along with seme of the coun- 
try's best litterateurs and educationists 
wE ill converge on Bhopal on October 21 to 
celebrate a most remarkable occasion— 
the Formal unveiling of the 300ih issue of 
the popular Hindi children's monthly. 

For 26 years, the magazine has enter- 
tained and educared children in numer- 
ous north I ndian towns, with qu a) i ty a rt- 
icles from the country’s best. Bounded by 
the educational institution Eklavya with 
active participation from sciertt Ists Jay- 
ant Narlikar and Arvind Gupta, Chak- 
mak aimed to present science in a sirn- 
pl e manner. “There'd been a lack of rel i a - 
ble sources of Information on science in 
3 1 i ndi, Chakmak hi led that gap” says ed E- 
torSushil ShuMa. JL By presenting science 
in an Indian context, it made Et accessi- 
ble for rural children* writer and former 
Chakmak editor Swayam Frakasb adds. 

Over the wars, the magazine has also 
tackled literature art, culture and curr- 
ent affairs, What stands out now is the 
active participation of some of India's 
finest literary- names. Ait Udayan Vajpa- 
yee essay on the sense of smell or an 
exclusive Gita Hariharan short story 
Asghar Wajahat’s Pakistan travelogues 
have offered an eye- view on our neigh- 
bour and Gulzar has translated Tagore's 
poetry;: Nindiyu Char. Dopahar , Kaagaz. 
Ki Kashti among others. “ Chakmak has 
been able to encourage authors to write 
for kids,” says writer Vi nod Kumar Shu- 
kla, adding, “I was never inclined to write 
for kids earlier But it feels good to he a 
reader and waiter of Chakmak/' 3 1 is 
novel Hare GhtmsSi Chhappar Wati jho- 
npdi Aw Baum 1 Pahad was serialised in 
Cfrakmok before being published in its 
entirety' by Rajkamal earlier this yea i. 

A strong association with li terary gia- 
nts has meant an abiding focus on exper- 
imentation and innovation in content. 
For instance, Wajahat is doing a series in 


which he narrates abstract tales a nd kids 
are encouraged to send in their views. 
Poet Rajesh Joshi decodes verses and 
Mera Priy Chitr is a page devoted to art 
appreciation. While the idea is to Vie sim- 
ple, 3iterary r and entertaining, the maga- 
zine doesn 't employ prod c fl l led Ideas of 
what qualifies as suitable for kids or not 
Ji We trust their maturity and understan- 
ding, treat them at par and don’t give 
them childish gibberish,” SusbEl Sliuldn 
says, There have been articles on thorny 
issues like the nuclear policy, rhe ban no 
M.K Husain and I rum Sharmib’s tight. 

Even its fiction content isn't about ima- 
ginary; mythological worlds or feelgood 
fairytales. You can find complex, mature 


Chakmak does not talk 
down to children. While 
the idea is to simplify, 
there’s an abiding focus 
on its literary mandate. 


stories with sad p even nihilistic, ends. 
"The stories are real, not Elisions,” says 
II 'year-old Ananya Jain, a regular reader 
for the past five years. Yash Nchra, II, has 
been leading it since he was four 3 Tis 3- 
year-old sister, Kimava, learnt her alpha- 
bet from Chrtfcmnk. H< They fed a deep 
sense of belonging for the magazine” 
says their mother Nee lam Nehra, Several 
of their drawings haw been published 
and they eagerly await the 200-page spe- 
cial issue to see if their work has- been 
carried on Mera Pan na (My Page) again. 

The world of Chakmak is small hut its 
reach strong, and intense, especially in 
rhe Hindi belt. A majority of die 12,000 
copies printed monthly reach lakhs of 
kids through schools and libraries. Many 
write in from the tribal areas of Chhat- 
tisgarh and Jharkhand. "If s given them 
space to express their spontaneous ere 
amity/ 1 says Swayam Prakssfr He calks k 
a ‘‘bhagidaari” (collaboration) with the 
children. And that is what sets Chakmak 
apart. It's che reason why even with the 
onslaught of TV and the Net, so many 
still wait for their copy every month, a 
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